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I can still feel the resonance of visual delight in the moment that I first
encountered a painting by Yael Scalia 4 years ago. Stopped in my tracks by
the most unexpectedly curious composition, I lingered in front of the wall
where the muted tonal poem hung, asking myself who could have made this
painting and why something so small and so unpretentious wouldn’t let go of
my eyes. Everything about the image spoke eloquently - neither superficially
deft in execution, nor bravura in spirit - it was characterized by a distinctively
honest perceptual clarity, refreshingly self-effacing in its point of view yet,
provocative.

Since then, whenever I travel for teaching, among other reproductions both
historical and current, I always take along a printout of that painting to show
students. And no matter where I am or with whom, every single time I'm asked
the same three questions: whose painting is that, can I please see it more closely
and, why am I not familiar with her work?

Over the last few years I've seen much more and have had conversations
with her as well and, she continues to make compelling paintings. From the
current show, the apparently minimal “House on Rehov Tzfat” is so seemingly
restrained in it’s scope, so limited in quantity of information offered, yet so potent
within the context of it’s internal visual ambitions. It is brief and compelling - a
chunk of building, a weird piece of tree, a sliver of sky — not orchestral or ornate,
but while engaged with it we are pulled into the spell of recognition.

This painter understands that the ordinary is anything but that. New to
me, the still lives are an enormous surprise and are among my favorites of
this collection. “Still Life With Rosebuds” and “Still Life With Coffee Bag and
Lemons” read as shrewdly understated complexity and deeply felt mystery.
What we are seeing here is not “nature” per se, but the nature of a painter
looking - to paraphrase the words of the poet Paul Valery, Scalia is a painter
who has made us feel what she feels before nature and has painted herself in

painting nature.

Stuart Shils, Philadelphia, USA, September, 2009
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Cypresses, the Valley of the Cross
32X40cm

oil on canvas mounted on wood
2009
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Roman Still Life

42X50cm

oil on canvas mounted on board
2009
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House on Rehov Tzfat

22.8X18 cm

oil on cotton mounted on board
2008
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Park Iraqi, Spring
34X30cm

oil on canvas
2008
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Park Iraqi, Winter
38X36cm

oil on canvas
2009
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Umbrian Landscape
23X31cm

oil on paper mounted on board
2002
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Still Life with Coffee Bag and Lemon 11171 197 N7V OV DN1T V1D Red Still Life DITX DN1T VID
35.9X33.9cm Nn"D 359 X 33.9 40.3X40.5cm N"D 40.3 X 40.5

oil on canvas mounted on board YV 7V 117V 1N oil on canvas mounted on board YV 7V 1717V 1nw
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Still Life with Rosebuds
20x15¢cm

oil on canvas mounted on board
2008
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Deborah in the Park
48x39.5¢cm

oil on canvas mounted on board
2009
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View of Valley of the Cross
39.5X51cm

oil on canvas

2009
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Red Hillside, Jerusalem
41.5x34cm

oil on canvas mounted on board
2009
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Looking North, Jerusalem D71 ,Anay ban
30.5x43.2cm Nn"D 30.5 x 43.2

oil on canvas mounted on board YV 7V 717V 1nY
2009 2009



