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Walking Distance/ Alex Kremer

The first thought that struck me when | walked into the Rothschild Gallery, Tel Aviv to see
Alex Kremer’s new exhibition was that the Tate Britain is now hosting a large retrospective
of Frank Auerbach’s work. Ties to Soutine, Francis Bacon and Edvard Munch (less so to
Lucien Freud) are revealed, the more one looks at the paintings, but none of the
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associations take away from the feeling that the works on view present a private, chaotic,
crumbling, multilayered, direct story.

portrait of musia,2015, 100X80

Kremer is in complete command of his painterly language. He employs it to phrase his
compositions, in this case portraits.Portraits, exactly like biographies, are always similar
and always different.

Using luscious paint and sharp lines to create a relief-like surface, Kremer kneads a form
for his encounter with his subjects, and what occurs within his psyche, almost without any
ties to their mode of being in the world. Each portrait is a mixture of memories, longings
and impressions the subjects create which the word “portrait” fails to encompass.
Among the most outstanding works is a tempestuous self-portrait on a small square
format. The features melt into mere signs, a mass of paint most of which are muddy
colors, except the white in the forehead area. The white, with just a few patches and thin
red lines, becomes a crown, a promise, hope or an unfulfilled optionin an image that
threatens to fade away, despite its weight. The background is lightcerulean but there is
also a smear of paint with all of the colors in the face — the feeling of flesh that the thick
paint conveys emphasizing sheer materiality.

The portrait of Laura, with her eyes of black pits and a pose suggesting discomfort, seems
like a portrait of despair in which only the cerulean background, similar to the background
color of the self-portrait,can be read as hinting at some consolation.

Kremer is at his best in the introspective portraits, which collapse into themselves as if an
entire entity is being drawn into the canvas and deconstructed into its components. The
nudes on exhibit demonstrate his mastery, but they lack the urgency, piquancy and power
of the portraits, qualities which give the latter their strong presence.

Rothschild Fine Art Yehuda Halevi 48
Tel Aviv
Join the mailing list for Window’s weekly informational advertising newsletter —
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